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Hello everyone,

This is Michael Hughes, the ALT on Iwagi. In this
column I would like to write about Hayao Miyzaki,
since I am a big Studio Ghibli fan, and since Hayao
Miyazaki is an important director outside of Japan.

The retirement of Hayao Miyazaki marks the end of
an era in Japanese movies. Without a doubt, if you ask
a foreigner to name the most famous living producer in
Japan, he or she will definitely name Hayao Miyazaki.
Even if you ask people who are not interested in
anime, many foreigners have seen his movies.

However, Miyazaki has made his final film and while
he will continue to make stories (now he is writing a
samural manga), his era as a movie producer is over.
What has been his impact? And where does the world
of Japanese movies go from here?

The reason Hayao Miyazaki became an animator
was that he wanted to make movies that actually
meant something. He was moved by one movie in high
school in particular, and became obsessed with the idea
that through films, he could express emotion. As he
graduated college and set out on his career, everything
around him became a means to creating meaningful
movies.

Miyazaki's movies stand as a pillar of Japanese
culture to the rest of the world. Even if Japanese
people do not see it this way, when many foreigners
think of Japan, they think of Miyazaki. As the Japanese
film industry goes forward without Miyazaki's strong
presence, where will it go? At least, Miyazaki has
made his mark on Japan and the rest of the world-
a mark that is not likely to disappear anytime soon.
I look forward to the future of Japanese animation,
movies, and culture after the era of Hayao Miyazaki..
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