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Hello, all you beautiful people in Kamijimal I have
lived in this peaceful island town for about five months
now. I have met many people since moving here, and
they have taught me a lot. I believe everyone is both a
student and teacher. The two most important things I
have learned are ‘egao’” and ‘tsunagu.’

First, egao. It means ‘smile’ or ‘smiling face’ in
English. My students are always smiling. It fills me
with joy and energy when I see them. When we are
sad, or when we don't feel well, a smile can lift our
spirits. It is a sort of mystery, this effect, but it is part
of being human. When old men and old women strolling
around Kamijima smile at me, I feel a warmth that I
cannot explain. I can understand a smile without being
fluent in Japanese.

Second, tsunagu. It means ‘connection’ in English.
I have met many strangers by chance in my time in
Japan, and we have become good friends instantly. I
participated in the Uoshima and Yuge festivals and had
a lot of fun. Strangers and I lifted the danjiri and moved
it together. We had to rely on and trust each other.
When something like this happens, you can make many
friends. Last month, I met someone who loves 80s and
70s music like me. We laughed and sang old songs until
it was late at night. A couple of months ago, I met
a photographer and we became friends. He took the
picture I posted on this article. The JET Program has
allowed me to make good friends with Yuge Micheal.

In short, even if we can't communicate in the same
language, we can understand each other. I am looking
forward to making new friends next year.
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