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Hello Kamijimal This is Michael from Yuge and Ikina; I
hope you all are well. The weather is certainly changing
isn't it? When I first arrived in Japan back in July, It was
extremely hot and humid. I'm not a huge fan of hot weather,
so I am looking forward to winter, and the possibility of
seeing snow! My hometown is Australia is in the desert, so
therefore, it does not snow there. I have now been living
in Kamijima for about 3 months now, and so far it's been a
great experience. It hasn't taken long for me at all to become
accustomed to island life, as Yuge is such an easy town
to live in. All of the teachers and co-workers that I work
alongside have been very friendly and helpful, as well as all
of my students, who I enjoy teaching very much! October
was my first chance to see local festivals in Kamijima. I
got to take part in some of Ikina's festival, as well as Shimo
Yuge, Kami Yuge, and Hikino. It was a lot of fun carrying
the Danjiri around, even though it was Kkilling my shoulder! I
have been fortunate enough to do some sightseeing outside of
Kamijima in my short time here so far. Last month I visited
Hiroshima city with a friend. We stayed for a few days and
saw the museum and the peace memorial. It's a very moving
and beautiful place. Also, last week a few friends and I went
to Saijo and climbed Mt. Ishizuchi. It was a great experience
for me, as I have never climbed a mountain before. I've
heard from many people that autumn is one of the best times
of the year to climb Mt. Ishizuchi, because of the beautiful
colours of the trees. But unfortunately, the weather wasn't
very good on the day we climbed. It was raining, and it was
incredibly cloudy. When we reached the top, all we could see
was clouds! But it was still a great hike, and I look forward
to doing it again another time. I still want to do a lot more
travelling during my time here. When winter comes, I plan
on travelling to further parts of Japan, and hopefully finding
some famous hot springs along the way.
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