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Hello Kamijimal So it seems that my time here is
coming to an end, and this will be my last column. My
official role here was as an English teacher, but I hope
that everyone feels like I taught them more than just
that. A lot of things that we learn are filtered through
someone else, most often a teacher. Subjects such as
history are taught by those who came before us, and is
often stretched and distorted to fit the needs of someone
else. Whether or not you believe it is up to you, but you
can create your own history. You have the option to
make a change in your life, and to change life for other
people in the process. The first step towards change is
communication.

Language is a bit flexible and can be distorted, like
the history that you've learned. There is rarely a pure,
100%-perfect translation for a word or phrase from one
language to another. Your personal interpretation of its
meaning(s) will affect how you use the word to express
yourself to others. You may have to imperfectly use a
word or phrase to convey your idea to someone else.
Maybe you will feel that word was inadequate to get
your message across, but maybe the other person will
hear your words and decipher a deeper meaning even if
your words didn't spell it out 100%. Worry less about the
language itself, and more about communication.

I feel that communication is the most important
thing in society. Even with language barriers, if you can
manage to express your ideas and to open your heart and
mind to further understand others, there will be fewer
misunderstandings. These misunderstandings can lead
to fear and even hatred, and this will help no one. Leave
your comfort zone once in a while. Communicate with
many people. Try to understand them. Listen to opinions
that are different from yours and see if you can learn
something from it. Your mind is a powerful tool-use it!
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