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Greetings, Kamijimal David, here!

It felt as though winter went on for a long time this year, didn't it?
However, despite the cold, I was still able to enjoy myself and
experience many new things with my friends. That is why for
this month’s issue I would like to write about my snowboarding
experience and how I felt both excitement and fear.

Up until this point, I was the only person in my group of friends
who has yet to do snowboarding. They would constantly say how
fun and cool it was, and that I must try it someday. So you can only
imagine how happy I was when the call to go snowboarding suddenly
came from a close friend of mine. I was meant to return to Yuge
the day after ice skating in Matsuyama, but the opportunity was too
great to miss. So early the next morning we headed towards Mt.
Ishizuchi, took the ropeway and hired the entire snowboarding gear
set. I felt so cool holding the snowboard for the first time but at the
same time I was worried. For those who haven't been snowhoarding
on Mt. Ishizuchi, there are three types of courses. As a complete
beginner, I attempted the beginner’s course and thanks to my friend,
I was snowboarding in no time at all. After about an hour, my friend
suggested we try the intermediate course.

When you take the ropeway up, you arrive at the halfway point
and at first glance it looked very steep but it was no problem for
us. However, snowboarding from the very top was a different story.
The sudden drop completely caught me off guard and I tumbled and
rolled a few meters. The shock was so great that I couldn’'t move and
because I hit my chest with my elbow, I had trouble breathing for
a few minutes. After recovering, I decided to reattempt the course,
but as the steep slope approached, I would suddenly panic and then
come to a complete stop. I couldn’t help thinking that if I fell again, I
would dislocate something, break a bone, or even worst, die. Pathetic,
isn't it? At that point, my friend suggested that we go back to the
beginner’s course to do more practice. Even though I was reluctant
at first, in the end I was glad that we went back. My friend figured
out how to do jumps while I figured out how to make 360° turns just
before heading home. I will challenge the intermediate course some
other day!

Although the week after I felt extreme body ache, I was grateful
for this opportunity. It reminded me that understanding the basics is
very important and that there is always something to be learnt. For
those who haven't tried snowboarding, I definitely recommend giving
it a try or if this isn't for you, then to try something else new. Let’s
both do our best and give everything a try!
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