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Nithama Happy New Year to everyonel

I have been to the major spots of Ehime like Matsuyama, Imabari,
Uwajima, and some other islands on the Shimanami Kaido. But, last
weekend I wanted to see something new. So, I decided to go to
Niithama on a Saturday afternoon.

At first, I went to see the movie ‘Orange. It was great, and when it
ended I walked through many streets of Nithama for a long time. I had
wild boar meat for the first time, and I learned a little about the city
of Nithama from local people. I was very surprised that the restaurant
owner had some friends who hunted wild boar on Iwagil He told me
about how the hunters catch wild boar with the help of dogs. It was a
very interesting dinner and after, I found a place to stay for the night.

In the morning, I was lucky to have a sunny day to see Maintopia
Besshi Copper Mine. I thought the site was for silver or gold mining
at first. However, I learned it was a copper mine, and that much of
Niihama's present economy is linked to copper mining from hundreds
of years ago.

The mine, not too far from Mt. Ishizuchi, is also very beautiful. Many
people from Kamijima-cho have probably been to this place, but I was
surprised to see how green the forest was in January. The mountain
stream’s water was very clear, and when I looked into it from above, I
could see through the water all the way to the rocks on the bottom.

Since I was a child, I have been very interested in rocks and in
places underground. In Chicago we have a great science and industry
museum which has a fake mine shaft, and I have great memories of
that from childhood. There is also a national park in America called
‘Mammoth Cave' which has enormous tunnels and beautiful rocks. I
went there in college with my Dad. But, Maintopia Besshi was my first
time inside of a real mine.

The mine is long and dark, and there is moss on the rocks inside.
There are also displays that show how people lived and worked
inside of the mine many years ago. People worked incredibly hard,
with little time to rest. Some of the old tools, and new ones too, are
also displayed. I walked around the mine seeing the old things and
imagining what life was like long ago. I think the most amazing part
of it is being underneath a mountain. The moss on the rocks, and the
water dripping from the ceiling, are very strange and powerful. If you
haven't tried this, please do!

The mountains of Ehime are a very special place. After leaving
the mine, I thought the green outside was very beautiful. I spent my
winter traveling in Hokkaido, in about 60 inches of powder snow, so I
was lucky to experience both white and green winters this year. After
walking around the Maintopia Besshi area a little more, I took a bus
back to Niithama, and got back to Iwagi. I know there are many local
places that I still haven't seen in Ehime and Hiroshima, so now I'm
more motivated to see what I can.
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