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Greetings, Kamijimal David here. How was New
Year for you? Were you able to get plenty of rest?
For me, I went back to Sydney. When I told me
friends, many asked me if New Year's in Australia
1s different, so I want to take this opportunity to tell
you about it.

For me, I think that Japan is much more active
compared to Sydney. Not only are there many
different customs, everything has a deep and
cultural meaning. For Japan, New Year's is about
cleaning, decorations, New Year's Cards and shrine
visits, among many other things. On the other hand,
Sydney doesn’'t at all. On New Year's Eve, many
people gather around the Harbor Bridge and the
Opera House while drinking, playing and waiting
for the New Year. A few moments before the New
Year, a countdown will begin followed by fireworks.

However, my family does things a bit different.
Because we are originally from Vietnam, we follow
the Lunar calendar and celebrate New Year mid-
February. During this time, we have cleaning,
osechi-like cooking as well as red pocket money.
We can all agree that kids look forward to this the
most. I don’'t know what it is like in other countries,
but in Vietnam you can keep receiving red pocket
money until marriage, and only from married
couples. Many may think this is a good thing, but in
actual fact, it's not a very good image.

It's been a year since I've been in Sydney, but was
able to have a very fun-filled winter break. Now
that I am well-rested, I will work even harder than
before and take on whatever challenge 2016 may
bring. I hope 2016 will also be a good year for youl
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