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Hello everyone, This is Michael Hughes, the ALT on Iwagi.

One of the very interesting things about living in Japan is learning
about all of the animals and bugs that live here. In the winter, the
island seemed very quiet, but now that it is summer, there are many
sounds that are not human during the day and at night.

There are many insects that do not exist in America, that are all
over Iwagi. Imagine going to a new place and seeing all new insects
that you have never seen before. That is what it is like for me to be
on Iwagi. There are large bugs with strange colors; and even the
ants (haneari) can flyl I had never seen an ant fly before, nor had I
seen most of the common insects on Iwagi before coming here last
summer.

But the biggest outdoor concern, anywhere, is always what animals
are dangerous to humans. After I graduated college last year in
May, I lived in New Mexico, USA for a month and a half. There, the
dangerous animals were rattlesnakes which are poisonous and very
common. I always needed to watch the ground, because rattlesnakes
hide in shadows and under trees. And if a rattlesnake bites, there is a
chance that humans can die.

Of course on Iwagi, the dangerous animals are wild boars. They
are dangerous, but from the conversations I have had with people
on Iwagi, there is a very small chance that a wild boar could kill a
human. This, of course, is good to know, but one must still be careful,
especially because there are so many of them.

I am not from Iwagi so I do not know much about wild boars, or
how to be careful of them. But with rattlesnakes in New Mexico,
surprisingly, one of the best safety tools is a camera. This is because
when poisonous snakes bite someone, of course venom enters the
body. But there are different types of rattlesnakes, and so each type
has a slightly different venom. So, in New Mexico people are told that
if possible, after being bitten, they should take a picture of the snake.
Then, when they get to the hospital if they show a doctor the picture,
the doctor will be able to give the correct treatment.

I wonder how people on Iwagi protect themselves from wild boars?
I know that wild boars and poisonous snakes are very different, but
with any dangerous animals, people must be careful. When I have
asked people on Iwagi what to do if I see one, people have told me
to ‘run away or ‘don’t frighten it’ But this is only if I happen to
see one. What about protecting one’s garden, or one’s house? Or, if
a child sees a wild boar, what should he or she do? I was not raised
in the countryside, so questions like these are fascinating to me. I do
not think that people should worry too much about animal safety, but
since I love nature and being outside, it is something that I must think
about wherever I go in the future. And of course, especially for people
on Iwagi living near Mt. Sekizen, safety is important.

Even though I have been on Iwagi for one year, I still find insects,
plants, and new sights on Iwagi when I go for walks in the evening.
As long as I am careful of wild boars, and any other dangerous
animals, I hope that I (and everyone in Kamijima-cho) will be able to
spend lots of time outside in this very lively season.
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