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Seasonal Differences

Greetings, Kamijima-cho! Yuge and Ikina's ALT, David
here. Up until now I have been able to experience many
things but only just realized that there is one thing you
cannot experience unless you live in Japan for more than
a year. Do you know what it is? The answer is “seasons’.
That is why I will take this opportunity to write about
the differences between Sydney (my place of birth) and
Kamijima-cho.

The biggest difference is probably the relationship
between the seasons and months. Since Australia is located
in the southern hemisphere, the seasons are opposite to
Japan. Generally speaking, summer starts in December,
and changes in order to autumn (March), winter (June) and
spring (September), so one can clearly say that Sydney has
four distinct seasons. On the contrary, it is often said that
Japan has five seasons, with the addition of tsuyu (the rainy
season). Although Australia does not have a rainy season,
depending on the year there can be periods of heavy tsuyu-
like rain.

Summer in Japan can be described in one word, humid.
Sydney’s average temperature (>35C) is higher than Japan's, but
because I don't like the heat, both summers feel the same.
In autumn, rain becomes more frequent and unlike Japan,
we don't see many trees change color because there are
a lot of evergreen trees. Winter in Japan is many times
colder than Sydney. There aren't many snowy days in
Kamijima, but if I ride my bike without wearing gloves, it
feels like my fingers will completely freeze. It is a wintry
cold which cannot be experienced in Sydney. Spring is
commonly associated with flowers, but for Sydney, since
the weather is also getting warmer the number of flies will
suddenly increase which is very annoying.

Although I wrote only about the differences, there are
actually many similarities that could not be mentioned in
this article. There is only one more year remaining, so I
want to enjoy Japan's seasons as best as I can regardless of
how hot or cold it may be before going back to Australia.
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