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Hello everyone, this is Chris from Uoshimal I recently
had a great opportunity to ride along the Shimanami Kaidol
An old friend I hadn't seen in years came out from Kyushu
to visit and called up another friend from Onomichi, and
together the three of us had a nice long weekend of
exploration.

We spent the first day in Onomichi, where our local
friend showed us lots of interesting spots. Many places
appeared to not have changed much since the Showa era,
and as a fan of those aesthetics, I was very happy to be
in such surroundings. We rode the ropeway up to Mount
Senkoji and enjoyed the breathtaking view. We visited
many small shops around town, and it seemed as if our
local friend knew everyonel!

The next day, we got our rental bicycles and began our
long trek. We got a late start waiting for the rain to let up,
and were delayed further by my photographer friend from
Kyushu stopping every few minutes to snap a few photos.
It was a good opportunity for me to take some too, so I
didn't mind at all. We took well-deserved breaks getting ice
cream and stopping by the beach. We relaxed at an onsen
before enjoying a nice dinner at the guesthouse where we
stayed, and we stayed up late talking before getting a good
night’s sleep.

The next day, we rode around the perimeter of
Omishima, stopping at the museums along the way.
Climbing the numerous hills was very tiring, but the
resulting high-speed downhill ride made it worthwhile.
By the time we returned to the cyclist center where
we started our Omishima journey, it was already late in
the afternoon. I had to think about getting back to Yuge
to catch the last ferry home to Uoshima, so I had to
say goodbye to my friends there. They continued on to
Imabari, but my friend missed the last bus to Fukuyama and
couldn't take the Shinkansen back to Kyushu until the next
morning! My luck fared better, and I made it home in time.
All in all, it was an exciting three-day weekend. But man,
that bicycle seat sure did make my butt hurt.
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