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Hello, everyone.

I'm Michael, the ALT on Iwagl.

Since I first came to Iwagi, I've seen many festivals.
Naturally since Kamijima-cho values its own history,
I would imagine that not much changes from year-to-
year in its festivals. I think that preserving history is
a great thing, and very natural for festivals to stay the
same.

However, my experience with festivals has recently
changed completely. At the time of Yuge's summer
festival, I had only met about ten citizens of Kamijima-
cho. There were many new faces, and for that reason,
Yuge's summer festival was very fun. Two years ago,
when I travelled to Nagano I saw a local festival-in the
same way, when I first came to Kamijima-cho, it felt
like I was travelling again.

Yuge's festival ended, three months passed, and it
became fall. Since my life on Iwagi completely changed
in those three months, of course my experience with
festivals completely changed too. While I still didn't
recognize many faces, what changed was that Iwagi
no longer felt like a place where I was travelling, but
a place where I was living. I met many students that I
teach at school, and I talked to many adults that I had
met around town. Though I learned many new things
about local culture, my best experience was knowing
people on Iwagi, and therefore understanding the place
a little more.

I did a lot in my first three months on Iwagil I didn't
know anything about Ehime before I came to Iwagi,
and though I've come to understand a little bit, there
are still many, many things that I want to do.
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